AP English Language and Composition

Summer Reading Assignment

“T. H. White’s Twist on a Timeless Tale”

“T. H. White's The Once and Future King is one of the most complete and unique portrayals of the immortal legend of King Arthur. Though it has been in print for less than half a century, it has already been declared a classic by many, and is often referred to as the "bible" of Arthurian legend. White recreates the epic saga of King Arthur, from his childhood education and experiences until his very death, in a truly insightful and new way. This is not, however, the first complete novel of Arthur's life. In the fifteenth century, Sir Thomas Malory wrote Morte d'Arthur, the first complete tale of Arthur's life. Since then, a countless number of books have been written on the subject, yet none can compare to The Once and Future King. It has easily become the most popular of all the Arthurian novels as it is loved by both children and adults. Though similar in many ways to other works of the same subject, such as Malory's, White gives new details, meanings, and insightful modernization to the story, giving it an earthy quality which the reader can identify with. White's rendering of the Arthurian legend differs from the traditional versions in that he includes contemporary knowledge and concepts, adds new stories and characters to the legend, and provides new perspectives by probing deeper into the existing tales.”
Latil, Nathan. “T.H.White’s Twist on a Timeless Tale.” England Have My Bones.


J. Moulder and M. Schaefer. 18Apr 2005. 19 Jun 2009.


< http://www2.netdoor.com/~moulder/thwhite/toafk_a.html.>

Your assignment is, of course, to read this exciting novel based on a modern interpretation of the tales of King Arthur. You will keep a Response Journal as you read.  Response Journals provide an opportunity for the reader to interact with the text.  Here’s what to do:

1. Read the handout which gives information about a Response Journal.

2. Use the accompanying charts to log your reactions to what you are reading.       

3. Complete one chart for each of the four sections of the novel.

4. When a chart is completed, there should be a minimum of five “reactions” for each section.  These should come from different places in the section and indicate that you have, for example, completed all of  “Mistress of Magic” before beginning “ The High Queen”.

5. You may, of course, write more than five responses, but getting a “good grade” depends on quality NOT quantity.
6. Because a Response Journal is unique to the individual reader, no two papers should be alike in any way.  This project is intended for individuals, not groups.

7. You are NOT expected to do any research on this book or the stories of King Arthur in order to complete your journal.  If you love research and can’t wait to get started learning more about King Arthur, just make certain that none of your sources find their way into your journal unless they are documented in the paper.

8. Any journal plagiarized in part or in whole receives an automatic grade of zero.

9. This assignment is due the Monday after Labor Day.
Reading Response Literature Logs
As you read, write you personal response in your reading log.  State your feelings, thoughts, reactions and questions about situations, ideas, actions, characters, settings, symbols, plots, themes, and any other elements in the story.  You can’t be wrong in your responses, so take risks and be honest.  Write about what you like and dislike, what seems confusing or unusual to you.  Tell what you think something means.  Make predictions about what may happen later.  Relate you personal experiences which connect with the plot, characters or setting.  Don’t just summarize the plot.  Let me hear your voice.  These “starters” are simply suggestions for you to use. Remember: your response journal is a place to record your reactions and questions, not a place to simply summarize what you’ve read.  Sometimes, however, a summary will be necessary to make your point. After you read the selection,*** ask yourself these questions. Decide what would make the best for your response journal.  You may certainly other ideas of your own; these “starters” are not intended to be limiting.  Just make sure you include more than just a summary of what is happening. Support your summaries with what you are feeling as you read the book. Doing this will help you get the MOST from your book.

*** Don’t try to read an entire section all at once – work with groups of several chapters each.

“Starters”

I wonder what this means?

I really don’t understand this part.

I really like/dislike this idea because…

This character reminds me of someone I know because…

This character reminds me of ME because…

This character is like (name of the character) in (title of book) because…

I think this setting is important because…

This part is very realistic/unrealistic because…

I think the relationship between _____ and _____ is interesting because…

I like/dislike (name of character) because…

This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life.  It happened when…

The character I most admire is _____ because…

If I were (name of character) at this point, I would…

What you liked or disliked and why

What you wish had happened

What you wish the author had included

Your opinion of the characters

What you felt as you read

What you noticed when you read

Questions you have after reading

Sample Sentence Starters

I began to think



This made me think of

I love the way



I was surprised



I can’t believe



It seems like

I wonder why



I’m not sure

I noticed




This story teaches

I think




I began to think of

I observed




I like the way the author

I wonder




I wish that

If I were

I’m not sure

I felt sad when
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19. To open the Response Journal Template:


1. Right click the document







2. Select “open with…” 



3. Select “ Select program from a list” 

4. Select Microsoft Word  

5. Click “Ok”
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